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e 
the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of 


double Honour | eſpec ial ly they who labour in the 
Ward and Doctrine. 


AT Timothy was Biſhop of Epheſus, is what, for a- : 
bove fourteen hundred Years, was never once, that 
we can find, ſo much as doubted, or called into que. ® 
tion in the Chriſtian Church. And they who, of lat F/ / 
us, do deny him to have been a Biſhop, in the Sence that we / 
q underſtand” the word, yer, if they allow the Authority of 
Epiſtle, muſt of neceſſity grant, that he was inveſted in all 
Power, which any Orthodox Perſon, of that Order either 
or ever did claim, by virtue of any Divine or Apoſtolick 
lution. He was to charge thoſe that were under him whar 
| ſhould teach, (ch. 1. v. 3.) therefore he had the ſuperviſing. 
heir Doctrine: A Caution is given him, not to rebuke an El. 
It uſe him roughly (ch. 5. v. 1.) and another, that againſt an 
he ſhould not receive an Accuſation but before two or three 
eſſes ; that is to ſay, not upon the fingle Teſtimony of one 
on, (v. 19.) therefore he had a r ae: not only over 
People, but, over the Presbyters allo. And, to omit other In- 
ces, a Charge is directed, not to the Body of the Presbyters 
at Church, but to himſelf, in his own fingle Perſon; that 
hould Ley hands ſuddenly on no man, (v. 22.) which ſhews, 
aſt, that the Power of Ordination, there, was ſo in him, as 
tegularly to be performed without him: And ſince ſuch a 
in Meaſure of Eccleſiaſtical Power, lawfully conferred, is 
W which conſtitutes and makes a Biſhop, as he ſtands di- 
niſhed from a Presbyter; or (to ſpeak in the Language of 
Schools) is the ratio formals of Epiſcopacy; he muſt be 


Wry skilful diſtinguiſner indeed, who can find a material, 
en a notional, difference between a. Biſhop, and one who, 
W intencs and purpoſes, is lawfully poſſeſled of Epiſcopal Au- 
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1 . 1j not derived from the Civil Power. This is evidently ſuppoſed 
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Now the Deſign of this Epiſtle, as St. Paul himſelf declare: 
is to inſtruct Timothy how and after what manner, he ſhould m- 
nage and demean himſelf in rhe diſcharge of ſo important an O 
ice, as this with which he was entruſted 5 How he ought to beha 
himſelf in the Houſe of God, which ij the Church (as it is expreſs 
ch. 3. v. 15.) and among many other excellent Rules that are give 
him, -partly for his own perſonal Conduct, and partly to be pre 
ſed and inculcated upon thoſe over whom he had the charge, 
have this for one, which I have choſen, as the propereſt Subje 
I could think of for this preſent occaſion: Let the Elders that Ru 
well, &c,, a 


ords we may gather theſe four Obſervations: 


Firſt, That in the Chriſtian Church there i 4 Government, wh 


tte Text. For at the time when this Epiſtle was written, yy 


Theſſalonians to know them which — are over them in the 


Church was ſo far from receiving any Privilege, or Countenan be. 
from the Temporal Authority, that it was almoſt every w 
diſcouraged and perſecuted by it. And yet even then, we fit 
by my Text, among the Chriſtians there were certain act 
Preſidents, Perſons who bore rule over the reſt. 
| Secondly, That this Government is to be managed and admini 
ey {thoſe who in my Text are called) the Elders. The Elders 
fon ite the Þ rſons here ſpoken of as the Rulers, Þ 
_ © Thzrdly, That ſuch Elders as do well acquit themſelves of the 
fice of Government, ought juſtly to meet with very great Honour 
_ in the Church ; even double Honcur, as my Text exp 
. VV 8 
. » Fourthly and Laſtly, That it ought to be no ſmall Addition te 
Honour and Efteem of ſuch an Elder, if, beſides the faithful A 
niſtration of his Government, he alſo labours in the Word and 
 Grine. Let the Elders that rule well, cc. | 


I begin with the firſt of theſe Obſervations ; namely, th: 
the Chriſtian Church there is a Government which is not der 
From abe Civil Power, This I have told you is plainly ſupp 
in the Text: and to the ſame purpoſe we meet with other 
. expreſs Paſſages in the New Teſtament. Thus St. Paul bids 


II Theſ. 5.12.) and the Hebrews to remember them which havi 
rule over them, (ch. 13. v. 7.) and again, obey them that have 
, Tulle over you, and ſubmit Jour ſelves : for they watch for your St 
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Obe (v. 17.) But the undoubred Truth of this Obſervation 
ba | | e 1 


Hut, The very' Nature of a Society in general * And, 


becondly, The Eſſential Parts and Ingredients that muſt go to- 
1EE22ͤ ²˙ V 
nne . 9 5 | 47 5 
ks to the former of theſe; Where an incorporated Society is, 
ere of neceſſity muſt Order and Government alſo be; this is 
xuded in the very Nature and Notion of the thing it ſelf : 
Number of Men without any ſettled Order or Government; 


ever, poſſibly their Inclinations may, for a while, keep them 
fed dome ſort of Agreement, yer ſtill are no more nor better than 
„ öleitude: But the fame or like Number, having ſome eſta- 


ed Rules to walk by, and alſo ſome Government amongſt them 
jenforce the Obſervation of thoſe Rules, immediately become 
lar we call a Society. No that the Church, by the Inſtitution 
(Chriſt alone, and antecedently to any Power or Privilege deri- 
unto it from the Civil Authority, is really and truly a Socie- 
N appears ſo very plainly from all the Repreſentations that are 
ue of it in the Holy Scripture, by a King and his Kingdom, a 
later and his Family, a Shepherd and his Flock; and above all, 


hthe Members of a Body knit and joined together under one 
ur Nd, that I need not ſtand to offer any further or more parti- 


wr Proof of it. If then Order and Government be even Eſ- 
cial ro the very Nature of a Society, and the Chriſtian Church, 
tre any Incorporation thereof by the Civil Power, be really a 
Ney; it demonſtratively follows that in the Chriſtian Church 
ue is and muſt be a Government that is not derived from the 
ml Power, which is the thing to be proved. „ 


Then, as to the ſecond thing, that is to ſay, the Eſſential Parts 


tha Iyredients of 4 Government: Where all the Parts of any 
der ag are regularly and orderly joined together, there of neceſſi- 
upp the pole muſt be. Now the Parts or neceſſary Ingredients 

er Government, are neither more nor leſs than theſe three. Firſt 
1ds Power of making Laws and Conſtitutions for the Society, in 
he ler to the promoting the End and Deſign of ir. Secondly, an 
hau pointment of Miniſters or proper Officers for the Performance 
have all neceſſary Offices or Functions belonging to it: And Third- 
lower to inflict proper Puniſhments upon ſuch Members of 


Community as are refractary and diſobedient to its Laws 
N Jonſtitutions. Where theſe: three things are conjoined to- 
Soon Vn" 


* J I 4 
- , * * 
: 
MS 4 I. 
„ 


gether in any Society there is Government: Where all or any ond 
of them are wanting there is either no Government at all, g 
(vat is not much better) a very lame and imperfect one. 


Chriſtian Church; by its very Original Conſtitution, and withou 


that ſuch Laws and Conſtitutions are not repugnant to any Ot 


bother Superior Authority. This Power St. Paul plainly ſuppoſe 


pe SITY * * * : 8 
e W 


khings be done to edi hing, ( 1 Cor. 14, 36. ) decently and in ord: 


4e J that 35 te ſay, chax/choy ſhould Henle ſuch. Rules aniſm 
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then it fully and ſufficiently appears that all theſe things are in thi 


any Derivation of all or any of them from the Temporal Authol {tt 
rity; it muſt of neceſſity put the Truth of my firſt Obſe rvatioſi An 
beyond all reaſonable Doubt or Exception. of 
_ Firſt, Then for the Power of making Laws and Conſtitutions, An bin 

| here, that our Bleſſed Saviour, not only as he is God Co- eternal] 
and Co- equal with the Father, but as he is Man alſo, and conil. * 
dered in the Capacity of Head of his Church, has a Supreme 
Power of making Laws, to which all Mankind are bound 1 
come in and ſubmit themſelves,' can be doubted by no one wha fro 
believes what he has aſſerted of himſelf, ( Matth. 28. 18.) tha et 

| al Power is given unto bim in Heaven and in Earth. By Virtue o W 
this Power he abrogated all the Ceremonial Laws of Moſes, blo , who 
ting out the Hand- writing of Ordinances, (Col. 2, 14.) confirmed” 
the Moral Law, making it the Law of his Church, and the Ob 3 
ſervation of it a neceſſary Condition of obtaining Eternal Hap{W?!9 
pineſs: If thou wilt enter into life ( ſays he) keep, the Command i der- 
ments (Matth. 19. 17.) and has made and enacted ſeveral poſi" 
tive Laws and Conſtitutions, to remain in his Church to the En ed! 
of the World: Thus he has ordained that the Goſpel ſhould b ber 
preached in all the World, Go and teach all Nations (Matth. 2 Lot: 
119.) Thar all who are received into his Church, ſhall be admii ht 
ted into it by Baptiſm, baptizing them in the Name of the F Cb, 
bor, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt 5. and thar all faithf that 
Chriſtians ſhould ear of that Bread and drink of that Cup, which? 
he has appointed, in commemorarion of his Death and Paſſion ſwer 
Do this in rem: mbrance of me, (Luke 22. 19.) and beſides chi eh 


Supreme Power of making Laws, which refides in Chriſt alone eta 
there is and muſt be, ſure, in the Church, as in all other Sociꝗ et r 


ries whatſoe ver, a ſubordinate Power of making Rules and Co 
ſtitutions for the better regulating it ſelf within it ſelf: Provide 


ligation under which the Members of the Society do lie, to an 


and refers to, wheh he directs the Church of Corinth, that 


on 


Ys.) 


— 
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Methods among themſelves, for the Management of their pub- 
lick and religious Aſſemblies, as might beſt keep out all Diſorder + 
and Confuſion, and moſt tend to the Edification of the People: 
Some of which Rules he himſelf by his Apoſtolick Authority, 
makes for them, (v. 27, Cc.) and leaves the reſt to themſelves, to 
ſertle according to the general Direction that he had given them. 
And ſo much ſhall ſuffice for the firſt Eſſential Part or Ingredient 
of Government, the Power of making Laws and Conſtitut ions, which 
is ſupreme in Chriſt the Head of the 'Churcf, and ſubordinate to 
him, in the Church ir ſelf, I proceed ro the e 


| Second, Which is the Appointment of Miniſters or proper Offi- 
ert for the performance of all neceſſary Offices or Functions be- 
lnging to the Society. It is St. Paul's own Compariſon that, as 
proper Members in the natural Body, are required for the Exe- 
cation of the ſeveral Functions belonging to it, and without 
which 1t would be buran uſeleſs and infignificant Lump, (for if the 
phole body were an eye, where were the hearing? I the whole were 
hearing, where were the ſmelling 2 (1 Cor. 12.17.) So in a Church 
or any other Sdtiery, is it no leſs requiſite that there ſhould be 
proper Perſons appointed, for the doing or performing of the ſe- 
jeral Offices that are agreeable to the Nature of the Commu- 
pry, and without which it would be little better than a confu- 
&d Multitude. Now to prove that ſuch an Appointment of pro- 
per Officers as this, there is in the Chriſtian Church; and that 
dot at all derived from the Temporal Authority, I ſhall not only 
hilt upon what the Apoſtle tells us, that God hath ſet ſome in the 
church; firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after 
that Miracles, then Gifts of Healing, Helps, Governments, Diverſi- 
ties of Tongues ; (v. 28.) becauſe to this perhaps it may be an- 
lwered, that ſome, ar leaſt, of the Offices here mentioned were 
tnly temporary for the preſent Occaſion, and not deſigned to be 
ſtanding and perpetual Continuance; bur ſhall think it ſuffici- 
tar ro ſay, that whatever Miniſterial Office was, or is neceſſary 
bo be performed, in order to the Edification or Salvation of Men 
Our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf gave unto his Apoſtles full Power, 
tor only to do or perform the ſame, while they. ſhould remain 
Won Earth, but alſo to appoint other Perſons for rhe ſame pur- 
ple, where they could not be preſent themſelves, or when they 
tould depart from our of this World: All which is by all Chriſtians | 
Wowed to be fully comprehended in thoſe words of his to them: 
jy Farber hath ſem me, . 20,21, )/ and that 
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8 purſuance of this Power the Apoſtles did actually appoint 


ſuch Perſons to take part with, and ſucceed, them in all the con- 


ſtant, neceſſary, and perpetual Parts of their holy Function, is 


what no Man ſure can deny; or if he does, it may abundantly 
be proved, from the Care they took to fill 2 Number by 
putting Matthias into the 17 * of Judas (Acts 1. 21, Sc.) and 

Deacons as ſoon as they found there 
was occaſion for it (Act, 6. 2.) from St. Pauls leaving Timothy 


gat Epheſus, and Titus at Crete, with Power and Inſtruction for 
the due Regulation of thoſe Churches (as appears by his Epi- 


ſtles to them) and from the particular Direction to the former 


that what he had heard from St. Paul, he ſnould commit to faith. 


Full Men, who ſhould be able to teach others alſo (2 Tim. 2. 2.) 
and to the latter, that he ſhould ordain Elders in every City (Tit. 
IT. 5.) to ſay nothing, as yer of the like Perſons, who, as Anti- 
uity informs us, were in the ſame manner appointed in other 
-hurches. But what certain Orders or Degrees of Men the A- 


poſtles ordained or appointed, for ever to continue in the Church, 


for the conſtant and regular diſcharging of the ſeveral Parts of 


the Goſpel Miniſtry, will, at leaſt in part, be by and by, the Sub. 


| Jet of another, and farther enquiry, In the mean time I pals 
on to the 11 „ 25 N 


Third Eſſential Part of Government, which is the Power of 


znflicting proper Puniſhments upon the refractary and diſobedient 


Members of the Society, And that ſuch a Power as this is with 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven (Matth. 16. 19.) immediate- 


ly derived from Chriſt to his Church; that is to ſay, a Power to 


bind and looſe, (Matth. 16. 19. & 18. 18.) to remit and retain 


| Sins (John 20. 23.) to put a Man into the State of a Heathen or 


Publican, who ſhall neglect to hear the Church (Matth. 18. 17.) 


9 20 rebuke ſharply (Tit. 1. 13.) to receive an Accuſation, and that 


even againſt an Elder (1 Tim. 5. 19.) to judge concerning 


a wicked Perſon, (1 Cor, 5. 3.) to deliver ſuch an one to Satan, un- 
till he repent, (v. 5.) and to oblige all Chriſtians to withdraw 
' themſelves from every Brother that walketh diſorderly (2 Theſſ. 3. 6.) 


That a Power, I ſay, of inflicting ſuch Puniſhments as theſe, is 


_ direily. and immediately given by Chriſt to his Church, is ſo 


very clear from the ſeveral Paſſages of the New, Teſtament, which 


1 Scriptrures. And what juſt fault could be found with the Angel, 


I have now hinted at, that I need not ſure. offer any farther 


proof of it to any one, who owns the Authority of the Holy 


chat is to ſay, the chief Paſtour, of the Church in 3 for 
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faffering thoſe in bis Church, who beld the DoBirine of Balzam, 


and of the Nicolairans, ( Rev. 2. 14, 15.) if he had nor ſuffici- 


ent Authority, veſted in him, ro puniſh ſuch Perſons for their 
Wickedneſs, and ro exclude them altogether from his Commu- 
nion, in caſe they ſhould refuſe to repent and reform. 
Now let us pur theſe three things together. The Eſſential Parts 
or Ingredients that muſt meer together ro conſtirute a Government, 
are, Firſt, a Power of making Laws and Conſtitutions ; Second- 
ly, an Appointment of 85 5 Officers, or Miniſters, and Thirdly, 
a Power to inflict proper Puniſnments; and all this agreeably to 
the End and Deſign for which the Society is incorporated. But 


all theſe three things I have ſhewn to be in the Chriſtian Church; 


and that withour any Derivation of them, or any of them from 
the Temporal Authority. Therefore, In the Chriſtian Church there 
is a Government, which is not derived from the Civil Power, which 


was my firſt Obſervation. F 5 
But there is a plauſible Objection againſt this Doctrine, made 


by Mr. Hobbes, (Leviath. c. 29.) and taken up by others, who 
ſeem to copy after him; which is, that it is a thing of very dan- 


gerous Conſequence, to allow of any Government that is no way 
dependent on the Civil Power: For this would be to divide : 
Kingdom againſt itſelf; ro oblige a Man at one time to ſerve wo 
Maſters, both which things our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf repre- 
ſents as great Abſurdities, (Matt. 12. 25. & c. 6. 24.) and in- 
deed to erect Imperium in Imperio, a Kingdom within a Kin 
dom, which is contrary to the Rules of all ſound Politicks: But 

a Government no w derived from the Civil Power, muſt, by - 
conſequence, be altogether independent of it: And therefore ſuch 
a Government as this in the Church, cannot be admitted without 
overturning, or at leaſt, very much endangering the Peace of the _ 
State. But rhe ſeeming Force of this Objection will at once be 


| Wholly taken away if it can be ſhewn, beyond exception, that 


the Government of the Church, duly ſtated and limited, neither 
is, nor can be any way dangerous to the Peace, or Security of any 


Kingdom, or Commonwealth whatſoever. 


Firſt, Then I grant, that if the Government of the Church aſ- 
ſumes more to itſelf, than what of right belongs to it; if any. 
Perſon, under the pretence of being the Vicar of Chriſt, and Suc? 

ceſſqur of St. Peter, ſhall claim a Power of depoſing Princes and 
abſolving Subjects from their Allegiance, or of diſpoſing of the Tem. 


. poral Thi ng of all Chriſtians, in order to their Spiritual Good: or, : 


7¹ | 
If any Aſſembly under rhe Name of Chriſt's Kingdom, * 8 


— 
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- fume an Authority to abrogate and aboliſh all Statutes and Ord;. 
mances concerning Eccleſiaſtical Matters that, in their Judgment, 
are found noyſome or unprofitable, and agree not with. the Time : 


q Bauch a Power as this, I ſay, if once allowed, muſt indeed be of 


the laſt Conſequence ro the Temporal Authority. Bur then they 
who thus, under the Name of Chriſt, do aſſume to themſelves 


and Rebels to the Civil State: And, as ſuch, ought to be puniſh. 
ed and ſuppreſſed by the lawful Magiſtrate, who beareth not 
the Sword in vain, but is the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to exe- 
cute Wrath upon every one that doth Evil, and that withour any 
Exception for Eccleſiaſtical Perſons : ( Rem. 13. 4.) Burf | 

Ssͤecondly, That Government which leaves the Cidil Magiſtracy 
in che full and free Poſſeſſion of the utmoſt extent of all the Power 
and Dominion, which it is, or any way can be lawfully inveſted 
with, cannot poſſibly be of the leaſt Danger to any Kingdom or 


Civil Power is to have a Dominion upon Earth uncontrollable, 
over the Lives, Liberties and Properties of its Subjects: How far 
this Power or Dominion over each or any of theſe things may 


lawfully go, is not my buſineſs ar preſent to enquire : Bur let the 


Extent of it be what it will, it neither is nor can be any way 
obſtructed or controlled by the lawful Power of the Church: If 
2 Man forfeits his Life, his Liberty, or his Property to the Law, 
whether the Law in itſelf be juſt or unjuſt ; the Church has no 
Power to hinder the Execution of it. Chriſt's Kingdom is not 
of this World, and therefore his Servants have no Commiſſion to 


Fight, or uſe Force to 55 it, (John 18. 36.) and Whatever 


elf defence, a Man may have againſt 


— 


Kight of Reſiſtance, or 
an unjuſt or tyrannical Power; it is a natural Right derived un- 


ro him as he is a Man by the Law of Nature and Self- preſerva- 


tion, equally belonging to an Infidel and a Chriſtian; and not in 


-  theleaſt to be look d on as a Privilege any way granted to the 


latter more than to the former. But ; ; 
Thirdly, To take away all manner of jealouſie from the Civil 
State, there is yet a farther Anſwer to be given to this Objecti- 
on: Which is, that the Spiritual Power and Government of the 


Ebriſtian Church, tho no way derived from the Civil Authority ; 


yet as to the Exerciſe of it, is ſo. far ſubjeft to its Guidance and 

Management, as tofree the State from all juſt Apprehenſion of Dan- 
ger upon this Account, No Temporal Magiſtracy, upon Earth, 
can of itſelf give a Commiſſion, to any one authoritatively, an 


2 1 
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What he has no way given them, are no better than Traitours 


Commonwealth whatſoever. Now the very utmoſt Extent of the 
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; 26 God's Meſſenger, to teach and preach the Goſpel, ro admit 


Men into the Church by Bapriſm, ro communicare unto them 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt by the outward Symbols of Bread 
and Wine, to bind or looſe, remir or rerain Sins, or ro ordain 


| others to perform, in the Name of Chriſt, all or any of theſe Di- 
vine Offices; the Power of doing all theſe things, being, as T _ 


have already ſhewn, immediately derived from Chrift himſelf. 
But yet as to the due Exerciſe of this Power; the Civil Legiſlature 
may make good and wholſome Laws, not only for the better 


ſupport of the Government of the Church, but alſo to oblige,- 


and if occaſion be, by proper Penalties to compel, even the Mi- 


' niſters and Governours of the Church to the faithful and diligent 
Performance of their ſeveral Duties, within their proper Sphere, 


and to reſtrain and hinder them from going beyond the Bounds 


and Limits of their Commiſſion. That thus it was in the Jewiſh 


Church ( whoſe Ecleſiaſtical Polity was immediately ſettled by 
God himſelf) appears nor only from the Example of Holy Da- 
vid (who being a Prophet, had probably, the immediate Com- 
mand of God for all that he did in ſettling the Courſes of the 
Prieſts and Levites) (1 Chr. 24. 19.) but alſo from that of the 
beſt of the Kings of Judab, who without any, particular Directi- 
on from God that appears; but only by Virtue of that Royal 
Authority wherewith God had intruſted them, did regulate and 


ſertle the Affairs of the Church with as much Care and Applica- 


tion as thoſe of the Stare. Thus Jehoſhaphat ſent Levites and they 

taught in Judah : Having the Book of the Law of the Lord with 
them (2 Chr. 17. 8, 9.) In Jeruſalem alſo did he ſer of the. 
Levites and of the Praeſts---for the Fudgment of the Lord (ch. 19.8.) 


Thus Hezeliah commanded the Levites ro ſanctiſie t hemſelves and 


the Houſe of the Lord, and to carry forth the Filthineſs out of the 
Holy Place (ch. 29. 5.) Thus Foſtah commanded Hilkiah the 
Prieſt, and the Prieſts of the Second Order, to go on with the 
Work of Reformation, of which we read ( 2 King. 23. 4, &c.) 
and Nehemiah, or whoever elſe is meant by the Tirſhatha (who 


was a Civil Magiſtrate tho not with the Title of King) put the 


Children of Habaiah from the Prieſthood, and ſuffer d them not 6 
eat of the moſt holy things, and that becauſe they could not make 
out their Genealogy, (Exra 2. 62, 63.) He alſo caft forth all the 


Hon ſhold of Tobiah out of the Chamber, which Eliaſhib the Prieſt 


bad prepared for lim in the Houſe of God; and commanded the 
Chambers to be clegnſed, with other things relating to the Service 
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of! God (Neb. 13, 4, &c, ) And (to pur an end to theſe Inſtances) =} 
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when Abi at har went beyond the Bounds of his Office; and with- 
dut any lawful Warrant, pretended to intermeddle in the diſpo- 
ſal of the Throne and Kingdom; Solomon thruſt him out from be- 
ning Prieſt unto the Lord, (1 King. 2. 27.) © © © 
| |, © Thus did the Civil Authority under the Moſaick Law, exert 
' - itſelf in the Regulation of Eccleſiaſtical Matters: And ſince, un- 
der the Goſpel alſo, every Soul (which includes the Church as 
well as State) ought to be ſubjef to the Higher Powers (Ro. 1 3. 1.) 
and ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man; for the Lord's ſake, | Me- 
ther it be to the King as ſupreme, or unto Governours, as unto them 
' hat are ſent by him, (1 Pet. 2. 13, 14.) What imaginable reaſon 
can be given, why the Temporal Legiſlature may nor make ſuch 
Laws, with relation to the Church and Religion, as I have bur 
ñjiuſt now affirmed (eſpecially conſidering that Matters of Religi- 
on have often a great Influence even upon the outward Peace and 
Melfare of a People, with which the Magiſtrate is more imme- 
diately entruſted) or why any Chriſtian, of what fort ſoever, 
mould refuſe to give all Obedience unto ſuch Laws, as long as 
they contain nothing that is contrary to the Laws of God?  *' 
And thus have I given, I think, a full and fair Anſwer to this 
Objection. The Government of the Chureh may (and ſo may - 
Iigion itſelf) be perverted and abuſed, to the embroy ling and di- 
viding of the Civil State: Bur then the State is inveſted with ſuf- 
ficient Power, if it will but make uſe of it; to puniſh and re- 
form all ſuch Abuſes. But if the Church exceeds not the Limits 
of her proper Authority, ſhe cannot in the leaſt controul or ob- 
ſttruct the State in the diſpoſal of the Lives, Liberties or Proper- 
ries of its Subjects: And conſequently, can create no manner of 
Danger to it. Or if any Danger may yer be apprehended, the 
j Civil State, having power to make wholſome and good Laws 
it e even in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, may eaſily prevent and rake ir a- 
way. A blind Obedience; indeed, is not due to any Maſter or 
ii Father upon Earth, (Mat. 23. 8, 9.) But the lawful Commands of 
two ſuch Maſters as the Church and State, can never be contrary, 
one to the other; and therefore there needs be no difficulty in gi- 
5 ving all due Obedience to them both at one and the ſame time. 


I proceed therefore to the Second Oßſer vation; which was, 


aw wg pr a. cq DI I. 


That the Government of the Chriſtian Church 15 to be managed and 
adminiſtred by (thoſe who in my Text are called) the Elders, 
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2 And here; that the Elders of the Church are, within itſelf, its 

5 proper Rulers and Goyernours; and that their Authority is not- 
hs an arbitrary, deſpotick, or abſolute Power; as if they were Lord. 
0. over God's Heritage, (1 Per. 5. 3.) but altogether limited and boun- 
e- ded, not only by the immediate Laws of God or Chriſt, but alſo 

25 by the laudable Conſtitutions of the Church itſelf: All this, I ſay, 
ert is no matter of. Controverſie amongſt any who do own that there 
n- is, or ought to be, any Government of the Church, diſtinct from 

as that of the State, or Commonwealth. The only remaining Di- 
.) ſpute then will be, who are the Perſons here pointed out by the 
e- Title of Elders; or in other Terms, What is that particular 
m | jm 1 Church Government that ought to obtain in the Chriſtian 
ch For the reſolving of this Doubt, it will not, in my Opinion 
at | ar all avail us to advance any Criticiſms, or enter into the leaſt 
i- Diſquiſition concerning the meaning of the words Biſhop and Preſ- 
d byter or Elder: For however in a ſnort time, theſe words were 
> uſed to denote two different Offices in the Chriſtian Church; yet, 
r, upon a ftrict Enquiry, it will appear beyond any reaſonable Ex- 
5 ception, that in the New Teſtament, they are altogether 8. 8 

E- 2 miſcuous ſignification. In order therefore to the ſatisfactory clear- Þ} 
is ing up of this matter, I ſhall propoſe and handle theſe two Queſti- 
2—-— ons 3 the one of Fat, the other of Right : namely, | | | q 
f. Firſt, What that Form of Government is which (de facto) at firſt | 
>. Vas every where ſerrled throughout the Church. Se Ol 
ts Secondly, How far (de Jure) it may from this Fact, or any o- 
J- ther way be concluded, what ſort of Church Polity ought for ever 
r to be retained among Chriſtians. F 
4 In anſwer to the former of theſe Queſtions, I lay down two | 
'S ens TTT 
15 The ft is this: That immediately from, or in a very few | 
Ir _ Years after, the death of the Apoſtles, the Government of. the  } 
ff | Chriſtian Church, in every part of it, throughout the whole World, 
, was thus ſettled; that one, taken from among the Presbyters, | 
2 mould in every convenient Diſtance or Diſtrict, preſide and rule 
J over them, the Deacons and the People. This Concluſion I need } 
3 not ſtand to prove, or make good, from any Teſtimonies of the 

Ancients, becauſe it is fully and freely granted by the moſt Learn- 

i ed of our Adverſaries, Du Moulin, Beza, Vedelius, Janchius, Mar- 
4  borat, Bochart, (who none of them grant the Divine Right of E- 
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piſcopacy) and even Blondell himſelf (the greateſt 


bi _- Appen. Champion thar ever appeared againſt ir). do, all 


aſtical Polity that then prevail d: and that the Ruler or Preſident 


of them, allow that this was the Form of Eccleſi. 


in every ſuch Diſtrict was called, and diſtinguiſhed, by che Title 


NI Second Cenelufion is, chat, even in the Lifetime of the Ä. 


Poſtles, the very ſame Form of Eccleſiaſtical Polity was eftabliſh- 


ed in every Church, where ſome one of the Apoſtles themſelves 


did not in his own Perſon perform the Epiſcopal Office. For the 


better underſtanding of which, we muſt take notice, that where- 


ever an Apoſtle planted a Church, he might, if he thought ſo fir, 
retain the chief Government thereof to himſelf: Thus Sr. Paul had 
| the care of all the Churches, (that is, of all within a convenient di- 

ſtance of his own planting). at once upon him, (2 Cor. 11. 28.) 
took his Circuit to viſit the Churches in every City where he had 


preached, (Act. 15. 36.) went wes Syria and Cilicia confirming 
ſent from Corinth, yet, being 
at ſo convenient a diſtance as to receive an account of the Affairs of 


that Church, he / udger as tho he were preſent concerning the caſe 
of the inceſtuous Corinthian ; and commands in the name of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he ſhould be delivered unto Satan, &c. 


L. Cor. 5. 3, 4, 5.) And, after this, he gives farther direction that 
*# the ſame Perſon having repented of his Sin, ſhould be reſtored to 


the Communion of the Church, and that they would confirm their 


| i 3 towards him. For, ſays he, to this end alſo did I write, that! 
ti _ might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things, to 


whom ye forgave any thing, I forgave alſo : for if I forgave any 


9, 10.) Thus did St. Paul, ar leaſt 
for ſome rime, retain the chief Government of rhe Churches of 


bing, to whom I forgave ity for your ſakes forgave I it, in the per- 
WW. ſon of Chriſt, (2 Cor. 2. g, 


|. his own planting, in his own Hands: Nor is it to be doubted bur 
| the other Apoſtles either did, or might have done, the very ſame 
|  thing- Bur whenever the Apoſtles, by reaſon of their great di- 
'  - ance, or being wholly taken up by the Affairs of other Churches, 
could not attend to the exerciſe of Goveramenr in any particular 
Church which they had planted; there they always placed a ſingle 

{ Perſon to preſide amongſt, and bear rule over, not only the Peo- 
ple, but the Presbyters alſo. And that this was really and rraly - 


the caſe, rhe Demonſtration of the Learned Mr. Chill:ngmorth, 1 


think, is not to be anſwered. It runs thus: 


1 Either that Form of Church Government, which by the Con- 


denen 


»*. 1 / 
NETS 


--fion of our Adverſaries, univerſally obtained immediately after 
the Days of the Apoſtles, was the very ſame that was every 
where ſettled by the Apoſtles themſelves ; or elſe there muſt have 
deen in a very ſhort time, a change made throughout the whole 

Church, from that Form of Government which was ſettled by 
em. But ſuch a change as this was impoſſible, And therefore 


there was no change at all. And that ſuch a change as this was 1 


(morally ſpeaking) no leſs than impoſſible, is thus, in my Opini- 
„ / ( 

If any ſuch Change there was, it was an univerſal Change; 
made. throughout the whole . Chriſtian Church, which at that 

ime Was ſpread far and wide, even beyond the Bounds of the 
Roman Empire, which was of vaſt Extent (there being no Ortho- 

dox Church that we can find immediately after the Apoſtles days 
but what had irs Biſhop preſiding amongſt and over his Presby ters.) 

It was a Change in a Matter of great moment, namely, the Go- 
rernmehr of the Church of Chriſt, and the Exerciſe of that Power 
with which he had entruſted his Apoſtles, by them to be tranſmitred 

to others, in a conſtant Succeſſion, in order to the Edification 
and Salvation of Men: It was a Change made or conſented to, 
by che Primitive Chriftians, who were Men of great and ſtri@ Pie- 
5, and very tenacious of their Cuſtoms and Traditions (as appears 
in the Controverſie about the Feſtival - of Eaſter, beſides other 
things.) Ir was a Change rhroughly compleated in very few Nears; 
within Eleven or Twelve at moſt, after the Death of St. Fohn : 
And (to add no more) it was a Change that met not with the 
leaſt Oppoſition or Contradiction; but was brought about, velut 
conſpiratione facta, as Blondell expreſſes it. But he who can be- 
leve that, in a Church of ſuch great Extent, an univerſal Change, 
in a matter of ſuch great moment, could in very few Tears be fully 


accompliſhed, without the leaſt Oppoſition, even from ſuch Men, 


of the ſtricteſt Piety, and moſt tenacious of their Cuſtoms ; muſt 
have Credulity, I think, enough to receive all the Fables of the _ 
Legend for true Hiſtory, and to ſwallow all the Abſurdities even _ 
of Tranſubſtantiation it ſelf. 8 F 3 
For a farther Confirmation of this Second Concluſion, we have 
many Inſtances of ſingle Perſons (ſome mentioned in Holy Scri- 
prure, and others tranſmitted to us by the beſt Antmuity:) Of 
ingle Perſons, I ſay, who by the Apoſtles themſelves were ap- 
pointed ro preſide and govern in the ſeveral Churches that had 
been planted by them. For this End was Timothy placed at E- 
pheſus (as I have already faid) and Titus at Crete (Tt. 1. 5. ang 
33 Ko ee a 2 5 is | US 5 . 42 7 hz 
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1 nage, and give particular Directions in all the Eccleſiaſtical and 


fit Church Governours, under the Title of Biſhops, are recorded 
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_ Caſey of extreme necefiy, I do not now enquire ; and if any thing, 
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E ; * 2 the Angels (or Meſſengers, for ſo the word may de 
rendred) of the Seven Churches (Rev. 1. 20.) bur fingle Perſons ſe. 
Verally preſiding and governing in them? St. Paul tells us, Thar 


From. Feruſalem round about unto Illyricum, he had fully preached 


14 F | bs Goſpel of Chriſt : A vaſt Circuit; of no leſs than fifteen hun. 


dred Miles, without accounting any thing for the Breadth of i; 
which in ſome places was very great. Now it was morally im- 
poſſible that rhe Apoſtle himſelf could be ar hand, at once to ma. 


Spiritual Affairs of this vaſt, and at that time, very populous, 
Tract of Ground: Since then it is allowed on all Hands, that he 

left Timothy at Epheſus and Titus at Crete, to perform the Office 

of Government, in thoſe Churches, which he himſelf could not 
attend unto ; and fince the reaſon of the thing is altogerher the 
ſame; can there be the leaſt doubt made, but that he and the 
rxreſt of the Apoſtles followed the ſame Rule in all the like Caſes? 
Eſpecially if we conſider, that the very Names of many of theſe 


An the moſt Authentick Writings of the Ancients; 
„See 4 Cata- as Diompſius the Areopagite at Athens; Caius or Gai. 
us, at Theſſalonica 3; ere, Coloffe, (Col. 4.1. 
Epaphroditus at Philippi; Creſcens at Galatia ot 
Gallia, Evodius, and ſoon after him Igaatius, at 
Antioch z with divers others who are ſo well known 
that I need not ſtand to recount them. And thus 
1 25 I have done with the firſt Queſtion, which bare- 
ly concerns the Matter ef Fact. I proceed now to tze 
Second Queſtion,*which is concerning the Matter of Right, that 
is ro ſay, how far it may from this Fat, or any other way, be con- 
eluded, what ſort of Church Polity ought for ever to be retained 4. 
mong Chriſtians. . FFP 
The only way to try any matter right, is to examine it by theſe 
never-failing Rules, which, by the Allowance of all reaſonable 
Men, ought always to take place in ſuch Caſes, And Two of 

' theſe Rules there ſeem to be, either of which, by itſelf, and 


much more both together, will be ſufficient to bring this laſt par 


fi ſt Biſbops col- 
. 7 by Biſhop 
Taylor, Epiſc. 


— 


of the Controverſie to a very fair Determination. 
Ihe firſt Rule is, that an Apoſtolick Prattice, univerſally re ceivel 
y the Chriſtian Chureh, and, in itſelf altogether unblameable, ought 
not for ever, without ſome abſolute neceſſity, to be laid afide, and 
much leſs to be aboliſhed among Chriſtians, ' What may be done, in 
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fe. char was inſtituted or praiſed by the Apoſtles, comes in proceſs OB 
dat time to Be abuſed or perverted, no Man doubrs, but that ir ovghr 
ved Wl to be reformed and rectified, and brought back again to its primi- 
n. tive Defign and Intention. But where it plainly enough appears 
, that the Pyattice is purely Apoſtolzek, chat the Church has univerſal. 
m. hy comply'd with. it; and chat no jaft fault can be found with the 
a. thing itſelf; ſuch a Practice as this, ſure, ought never, by us Chri= | 
nd BY tians, to be receded from; at leaſt, except we ſhould be there. 
us, g unto compelled. U e very cogent and unavoidable neceſſity. 1 
be WY The teaſon of this Rule is yery plain: For the Apoſtles having e- 
ice WY ceived their Authority and Commiſſion immediately from Chriſt ; | 
not ¶ aud alſo being aſſiſted by Divine Inſpiration in the execution of 
the that Truſt which was repoſed in them ; whatſoever they all agreed 


. 
: 
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the WF univerſally ro eftablift, it is nor ro be doubred bur they did ir ß; 
s? the ditection of che Holy Spirit of God. And what we find to be 1 
ele ¶ thus eſtabliſhed; it cannot be ſafe, or indeed awful for us, of ut 
led N on accord, to alter or aboliſh: However the Exigence of C ir- 
5; canſtances may poſſibly, in ſome caſes, excuſe us for complying 
wich whar we are no way able ro help or hinder. - ' © 
74 To illuſtrate this Rule by an Example: There is no expreſs 


0e Command of Chrift, chat appears, for conferring of Holy Ordets 

* WY by the Impoſition of Hands, We read indeed that Jacob laid his 

en Hands on Ephraim and Manaſſeh when he bleſſed them, (Gen. 48. 

"us BY 14.) chat Moſes did the like te FoſÞua; and that by Gad's com-. 

de: mand, when he appointed him his Succeffor, (Num. 27. 18, 23.) 
and that our Saviour pur his Hands upon and bleſſed the little Children _ | 

hat WY that were brought unto him, (Mark 10. 16.) But for 7mpofirion of | 

o. Hands in conferring of Holy Orders, we have neither any immedi» | 

a Comment of Chriſt, that appears, no, nor fo much as hi: 

Example. For it was b breathes, (Joh: 20.22.) and not by lay- 

cle I ing his Hands upon'the Apoſtles, that he gave them the Hah Ghoſt, = 

ble I togerher with a Commiſion for inf nmr formance of their Sacred 

of WY Office, and yet that it was the conſtant practice of rhe Apoſtles, 

nd and of the Church univerſal after them, in this manner, and with 

an the uſe of chis viſible Sign, or Rite, always to ſet Men apart for 

„a of che Sacred Functions of the Miniſtry, is ſo 

vel generally allowed, and ſo very evident both from See Dr. Com- 

Scripture and Antiquity, thar I need not ſpend der of the 

and time in the proving of it. Now heat the remark-. deere of 

iu able and yer very reafonable words of Calvin up. Peccms,Chg, = 

"5 Bf on this oecafion, "Lice autem (ſays he) nullum, Calv Inf. E 4. 

hat Bextor certum preceptum'de n en 
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„tamen fuiſſe in perpetuo uſu Apoſtolys videmus ; illa tam accurata 


j ceorum ohſer vat io en vice nobhn eſſe debet, Altho', therefore, 
| „ there were no other certain Command (either expreſs Or implicit) 
for Epiſcopacy; yer ſince this Form of Church Government was in 
F perpetual uſe with the Apoſiles (as abundantly, I think, appears 


from what I have but now diſcourſed on the Queſtion. of Fact) this 
4ͤ̃ỹ44-.Ʒurate obſervance of theirs (which only, and nothing leſs could be 
1 the reaſonof ſo univerlala Reception of Epiſcopacy, in ſo ſhort a 
time, throughout the Chriſtian Church) ought to have the force of 

| a Command, or Law, with us; if we will admit this Rule of Cal. 
 * , vin's (as I think we ought) to take place in the one Caſe as well 
Ihe Second Rule of Right, which, I think, will go a little far- 
.. _ ther towards the ending of this Diſpute, is this: That the poſitive 
Las and Inſtitutions of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. are always to be in- 
Ferpreted according to the univerſal and received Practice of the Apo- 
 _ Files, Nor is this any more than what for ever takes place in all 

__ Kingdoms,- Commonwealths, and Communities throughout the 
World. Let us ſuppoſe (for Example) that a Caſe ariſes upon a 
Statute of the Land (as many needs muſt) that the expreſs Letter 
1M ef the Law does not reach to, and therefore, alone, cannot deter- 
mine: If in ſuch a caſe as this, it ſufficiently appears, that, imme- 
_ © . diarely from and after the making of that Law, the univerſal and 
allowed Practice, and that in purſuance of the Law itſelß, has con- 

I ſtantly been in ſuch a certain manner: This ſame Practice ſhall be 
= reckoned as an Authentick Interpretation, or rather as a part, of 
| the Law, and equally obligatory with the Letter of ir. And this 
With all the reaſon that may be: For whenever a Law is made 
- (eſpecially by a Legiſlator that is wile and good) it is always to be 
ſuppoſed that they with whom the execution of this Law is firſt 
entruſted (and who therefore are to be an Example to thoſe that 
are to come after) have ſufficient Inſtruction and Information gi. 
ven them concerning the full ee deſign of what is enact- 
ed; and if they in any thing, relating to that Law, ſhould act o- 


* L 


1 therwiſe than was intended by the Law itſelf; it is not to be ima- 
J-, - gined but the Lawmaker would immediately interpoſe, and not 
__ Cir his Intention, in making the Law, to be from the very be- 
gaining ſo abuſed or perverted. . Thus, I ſay, ihe Matter ſtands 
a with relation to all worldly Communities; and that the ſame Rule 
Will even much more ſtrongly hold in the Chriſtian Church, will, 
I rhink, eaſily be granted, if we conſider, that the Apoſtles not 

only were, as Judges and Magiſtrates in a Civil State, entruſted 
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| with the execution of the Laws and Inſtitutions of our Bleſſed Sa. 


viouc ; bur alſo had herein ſuch conſtant, certain, and even infal- 
lible Aſſiſtance from the Holy Ghoſt (who guided them into all Truth, 
(John 16. 13. ) raught them all things, and brought all things ta 
"their remembrance, whatſoever Chriſt had ſaid unto them (ch. 14. 
26, ) as. pur them beyond all Poſſibility of Errour: to which 


even the beſt Magiſtrates, and moſt learned Judges, in worldly . 4 


Communities, are often ſubject, _ WR! i F 
But an Inſtance or two will more fully ſnew both the Uſeful- 


neſs, and Neceſſity of this Rule; which in itſelf, from what 7 4 


have already ſaid, appears to be ſo highly reaſonable. 

For Example, The giving of the Ten Commandments, by God 
or Moſes to the People of Iſrael, does not make them, any more 
than the reſt of the Jewith Law, to become obligatory to Chri- 


ſtians: Bur, beſides the Obligation which our Reaſon aſſures us, 


the Moral Part of that Law for ever lays upon all Men: Our 
Bleſſed Saviour (as I have already (aid ) has given a new Sancti- 
on unto the Decalogue, and thereby made ir a part of the Law 
of his Church. If thou wilt enter into Life (ſays he) keep the 
Commandmettts (Matth. 19. 17.) and when the Queſtion. was 
thereupon asked him, which, or what, Commandments rhey / 
were thar he meant; he gives inſtances in ſeveral of the Ten 
ommandments, (v. 18, 19.) and in none other but them; there- 
by ſufficiently ſhnewing 2 it was the two Tables of the Law 
that he pointed at. Here then we have a Ratification of the 
Fourth Commandment (as well as of the other Nine; for none 
of them are excepred ) and that hy Chriſt himſelf. Now thus 
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far (and no farther) the very Letter of that Commandment 


plainly goes, Namely, that one Day in ſeven ſhould, more parti- 
cularly, be ſanctified, and ſer apart from the Buſineſs of the 
World, for the Service of God, and Performance of Religious 


Duties: But if the Queſtion be put, which of the ſeven Days is 


thus to be ſanctiſied and ſet apart? I deſire to know how this 


matter ſhall be determined. You cannot ſay, it is the Jewiſm | 


Sabbath ; for that is expreſly ranked, by St. Paul, with Meat and 
Drink, the New frm and the Jewiſh Holy- days; all which are 
by him e ually ealled, 4 Shad of Things to come, (Col. 2. 17.) 
and ereby fignified to he equally aboliſhed, and no Man to be 
Judged on account of any f them (v. 16.) Is every Man there- 
fore, or every Church, arh 


y, Which of the ſeven Days ro 


pitch upon, to be obſerved in purſuance of the Fourth Command. , 


mens? The Conſequence of this would be ftrange Confuſion ; 
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ind a Man by travelling from one place to another, might be. 
we Lito obliged to keep two or three Days in one Week. What 
ERule then muſt we go by, forthe orderly and neceſſary Determi. 
„nation of a thing of this Conſequence ? For my 
See Jb. 20. 19, part, I can find no other but this, that it was the 
ene Frallic of the Apoſtles, and from them derived 
1 i 18 ro the Univerſal Church, that the Day called 
93 it by the Gentiles Sunday, and by Chriſtians the 
aN x7 b Lord 5-day, { Rev. 1. 10.) being the ſeventh from | 
"Avis #, ayeve the Reſurrection of our Bleſſed Saviour, and by MW, 
E danse, , d the Jews reckoned as the Firſt-day of the Week; 
. ur} avriaey- ſhould always, in a more eſpecial manner than the 
org Ave, Oc. other Days of the Week, be appointed for the 
wh uf. Mart. 4. Performance of Religiols Offices; and in purſu- . 
1 pile K. vid. Joh. ance of this Practice, without any other expreſs I De 
| —_— _ x, av Law, that appears, the Chriſtian Church has all g. 
de along hitherto thought herſelf bound to determine 
CS” the Obligation of the Fourth Commandment to 
this particular Day, and not to any of the other Six, 
IT be Rule I am upon is of great Importance, and therefore for 
1 ttſhe farther Uluſtration-of it, rake, I pray, another Inſtance. 
N It is a Law and Inſtitution of our Bleſſed Saviour, that Bread 
bh ſhould de esten and a Cup drank in remembrance of his Death Ape 
and Paſſion, ( Marth, 26. 26, Sc.) and as the Communion of his Chi 
il | Body and Blood, (1 Cor. 10. 16, ) Now let the Queſtion be, who Wl ; 
hape a Right, or are under an Obligation, to eat of this Nelke 
Bread and drink of this Cup? You can never determine this W Ble 
| i by the Letter of the Law itſelf. For when our Bleſſed Saviour Ml An 


firſt inftiruted and adminiſtred chis holy Ordinance, there were 8 
none preſent with him but only his Apoſtles; and to them alone equ 
| | - was his Command expreſ directed. The utmoſt, then, that from IM tic 
= rhe Words theinſelves you can infer, is, That the Apoſtles, or W 

' ' perhaps all thoſe that ſucceed them in their Office, had hereby har 
an Obligation laid upon, and a Right given to them, to partake apf 
of this Bread and of this Cup. But What is this to the Laity ? fir 
Or what is it to Women? Who yet have always been judged to gte 
have the ſame Right, and to be under the fame Obligation? Ui 
Tou Will ſay, perhaps, that if not from theſe, yer from other me 
Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, this Obligation, and conſequently Ill p,, 
Tt .* . the Nabe, appears to be Univerſal, and therefore muſt include ¶ ant 
dhe Lairy, and even Women, as well as the Apoſtles or Clergy. I Cn 
For, fays Chriſt himſelf, (Fo/ 6, 53.) Except ye cat the Flelp of il eye 
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e. .be Son of Man and drink hut Blood, ye have no life in you, But, if 
you will go no farcher than the expreſs meaning of Chriſt's Words | 
01- WH will lead you; plain it is, that by eating and drinking, here, he 
ny, means neither more nor leſs but only. believing. lam the Bread 

he Wl of Life ( ſays he) he thas cometh in me ſhall never hunger, and he 

'ed Wl that believerh on me ſpall never thirſt: (v. 35.) It is by coming to 
ed WW Chriſt then, and believing on him (Which are only two Words 
he for the ſame thing) chat we ſatisfie our Spiritual Hunger and Thirſt, 
which he calls by the Names of Eating and Drinking: And Eter- © 
nel Life, which: (v. 33, 34.) is expreſly annexed to this ſame . © 
K; N eathig and (drinking, is a little before as expreſly joined to belie- 
the WI ving. He chat believerh on me hath everlaſting Life: (v. 47.) lt 
the mult be granted, indeed, that eating of that Bread, and drinking 
of that Cup, which he has appointed in Remembrance of his f 
ls Wl Death and Paſſion, is one way (tho not the only one) of ſigni- 
all fying and outwardly e our Belief on him: Bur, ſtill the. 
ine WW Queſtion is ( ſince the bare words of Chriſt do no where, either 
10 Bl expreſly;, ot by conſequence, ſuggeſt or ſigniſie ſo much to us; 
nd dall it be ſufficiently proved that Laymen and Women have 4 
2 Right, or are under any Obligation, in this particular manner | 
to expreſs--or ſigtiiſie ſuch their Belief, as well as thoſe who are 
called to the Miniſtty:- Why, plain it is, chat the Practice of the. 
Apoſtles, by them every where introduced and eſtabliſhed inthe 
Church, that all faichful Chriſtians ſhould eat of this Bread and 
drink of this Cup, (1 Cor. 1 1. 28.) this Practice, 1 ſay, and nothing 
elſe, chat ro us appears, has interpreted the Command of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, to extend to the former as well as to the latter. 
And in purſuance of this it is, chat all Chriſtians, Laity as well | 
as Clergy, and Women as well as Men, have ever been accounted . _ © | 
equally co d dh a and to be under one and the ſame Oblig. 
tion to participate of, and communicate in this Sacred Inſtitution. 
Let us now apply this Rule, thus exemplified, ro the caſe in 
hand. Our Bleſſed Saviour (amongſt other things) inſtitutes and * * 
appoints; as I have already ſaid; that the Goſpel ſhall be aurho- - | 
riratively preached; Baptiſm and the Lord's-Supper. be admini- 
ſtred, the Power of the Keys exerciſed, Sins be remitted or re- 
tained, and all the proper Offices relating to Religion be perfor- 
med, Now the Queſtion is, who they are that ſhall always have 
Power regularly to perform theſe Offices, of preaching, baprizing,. 
and the reſt of them, whatever they are or may be? May every 
Chriſtian then indifferently take theſe things upon him? Or. maꝓy 
erery Church eſtabliſh whar Polity, or Form of Government they » 2 
5 ĩ B43 --* :- a 
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© pleaſe ? This would ſoon run all into Confuſion 2 And therefore i 5 
cannot be ſuppoſed that God; who does all things with Order and 
RKRegularity, would ever leave his Church in ſo diſtracted a Condition. 


Io what then muſt we have recourſe for our certain and authen- Th 
trick Direction in this caſe? Why, to the very ſame Rule that we 

find has determined the two caſes that we have but now had un. I 
=” der our conſideration; I mean the Practice of the Apoſtles univer . 10 
Willi ſally tranſmitted to the Chriſtian Church. Our Bleſſed Saviour by Bi 
rartifying the Fourth Commandment, has expreſly appointed that ha 


one Day in ſeven ſhould in a more eſpecial manner than the other | 
fix, be kept holy: He has alſo ordained” that Bread ſhould be red 
eaten, and a Cup drank as a Memorial of his Sufferings, and as the hol 
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1.118 Communion of his Body and Blood: And laſtly he has inſtituted i ent 
1 certain Offices, as Preaching, Baprizing, with the other Parts of the 


the Miniſterial Function, to be for ever performed in his Church, : 
Now as in the two former Inſtances, the Practice of the Apoſtles , 
uni vexſally received is a ſufficient Rule (nor have we any other ry. 
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| 0 I to fix and determine which of the ſeven Days ſhall be obſerved, I jon 
and to what Perſons the Right and Obligation, to eat of chat I in 
Bread and drink of that Cup, ſhall extend; ſo in this laſt Caſe, NOS 
Wilt  fincezn fat it evidently appears that for the Performance of all in 
theſe Office, che Apoſtles throughout the Univerſal Church, did 3 

every where eſtabliſn Brſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, with a dif. of 

ferent extent of Power unto each of them, ( for the doing of pla 

Which I ſuppeſe no Chriſtian will deny that they had ſufficient 164 
Authority from him rhat ſent them, as I have already ſaid) an 
What imaginab!e Reaſon can be given why this Eftabliſhmenr off 5 

theirs ſhould not, as well as the other rwo, for ever take place * 


and have the force of a Law 2 Or what other certain Rule have 
wer to preſerye the Miniſterial Office from the bold Intruſion of hir 
* every unqualified Man, that, without any other Commiſion than . 
ais own Opinion of his proper Gifts, may, at any time have a „ 
mind to thruſt himſelf into it:: 
And thus I have done with the ſecond Queſtion, which was 
of Right ; and have endeavoured, from two very plain Rules 1 
(which in other caſes are, without contradiction to take place) ye 
to ſhew who we are to underſtand by the Elders that are to rule 
in the Church, or in other Terms, what fore Church Paliiy EA 


9 


3 ought For ever to be retained amongſt Chriſtians. 


But before I diſmiſs this Subject, it will be neceſſary to give 
ſome Anſwer to two or three Objections that are commonly made 
-_  _ -againſt what I have now been endeavouring to prove. F 
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Fi, Then, ir is objected that the Office of Timothy, Titus (and 


the Lord Biſhop of Corke and Rolle. 23 


others, who in the Apoſtle's Time, had the like Charge) was not 


ſtanding and perpetual ; or for ever to be continued in the _ 
Church; bur onſy temporary, and for the preſent occaſion: 


They were Evangeliſt (2 Tim. 4. 5.) ſay our Adverſaries, and 
not . . s as we underſtand rhe wor e. 
But why a Man's being an Evangeliſt (that is to ſay a Teacher 


Biſhop, I confeſs, I cannot imagine. And how do they prove 
that the Office of Timothy in Epheſus, Titus in Crete, or any ather 


and a Preacher of the Goſpel) ſhould make him ever the leſs 8 


of the Perſons, but now named, in the ſeveral Churches commit- 


ted ro their Care; was only temporary and occaſional ? Does the : 


holy Scripture ſay-ſo 2 Not at all: Do the Writings of the Anci- 
ent Farhers ſuggeſt any ſuch ny ? Alrogether . 

the contrary. It is therefore gratis dium, 5 

without proof, and for that reaſon may be gratm Tecl. l. 3. c. 
negatum, and needs no refutation. But beſides & alibi. 


the general Current of Antiquity, which has all a- 


long reckoned Timothy and Titus, with the reſt of choſe chat wers 
in the like Station, to be Biſbops, in the very ſame Senſe as we 


now underſtand the word: It ſeems to be one Mark of a ſtand- 


ing and perpetual Office in the Church, that it was to continue 
even after the Death of the Apoſtles: And chat this was the Caſe 


of Timothy (and by Parity of Reaſon, of the others alſo (is 
plain from St. Paul's ſecond Epiſtle to him) in which ir is that ne 


is ſtiled an Evangeliſt.) for there we find the Apoſtle giving him 
an Account of his approaching Martyrdom, that he was ready to, 
be offered, and the time of his departure was at hand (c. 4. V. 6. ) 


warning him of that Perverſeneſs which would appear in Men in 


the eime to come (v. 3.) and uſing this as an Argument to ſtir 
him up to Watchfulneſs and Diligence in the Diſcharge of that 

Office which he had committed to him. Match thou in all things, 
endure Aſfictions, do the Work of an Evangeliſt, make full proef of © 


ty Miniſtry (v. 35. SET. 9 5 „ e | 
Secondly, They who find that they are not able to give a dire 


Anſwer to the Arguments produced by us in this Controverſie, do 


ling us that the Primitive Biſnopricks were but of very ſmall 


"Bur: this lden w be lictle better than trifling; for tho one 


Man may be a Giant, and another a Dwarf, yer are they both -: 
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ſpoken Vid Raſil ni. 
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yet think that they ſufficiently evade the Force of them, hy tel- | 


Extent; and therefore can be no juſt Foundation for our Dioce- FF 
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we Rate in, is, Whether expreſly, or by juſt Conſequence, of 
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-. oughr not to go; may be matter of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, 
And Agreement only; and accordingly fo ſettled for the better 
. carrying on the Work of the Goſpel, and the more regular pre- 
\ - ſervation of the Frame and Order of the Chriſtian Church: As 

James, Cephas and John gave to Paul and Barnabas the Right-hand 


of Fellowſhip, that theſe ſhould go unto the Heathen, and they unto 


© the Circumciſion (Gal. 2. 9.) and Labourers, that have a very 


# 


grout Harveſt to rake care of, do divide and diſtribute the 
Work among themſelves, in order ro the better performance of 


it: Except therefore the Objectors can prove that the Primitive 
Biſhops w 


ere not allowed to exerciſe ſuch a Power as this in their 


fred Churches; the greatneſs or ſmallneſs of their Dioceſſes, 


with reſpect to thoſe of our preſent Biſhops, will make nothing 
at all to their purpoſe. - And yer as far as at this diſtance we are 


able to trace the State and Condition of rhe Ancient Biſhopricks, 


there are none of them to be found, where-Chriſtianity came to 
be any thing well planted, but what contained many more Chri- 
ſtians, than what could aſſemble in one Congregation for Divine 
Worſhip ; and had each of them ſeveral Presbyters under one 


© Biſhop, for the ordinary and better performance of Sacred Offi. 


ces; Which plainly ſnews that in thoſe early times Epiſcopacy 
Was che ſame for Subſtance with what we now plead for, as of 


Divine Apoſtolick Inſtitution, whatever accidental or circum- 
ſtantial Difference there may be between thoſe Ancient Biſhops 
r „ 


Thirah, The great Objection, and which in the Opinion of . 
ſome, ſeems to preſs moſt hard upon us, is, that if Epiſcopacy, 
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* Whivine Inſtitution: It will follow, that thoſe Churches, or pre: 
ended Churches, which have no Biſhops, have no regular, ha- 
s tO ſays no Ordination 5 and if no Ordination, then no Valid, . 2 5 
thar is to ſay, no Sacraments; and if no Sacraments, then can 
they be no Churches; which is hard to ſay of ſo many learned, 
rious and orthodox Societies of Chriſtians, which have embra - 
ced the Reformation without retaining the Epiſcopal Govern- 
nent amongſt them; to which Allegation, becauſe it ſeems to 
lerive the greateſt prejudice of any upon our Doctrine, I crave © © 
your patience while I return a full and diſtinct Anſwer, © 

Firſt then, Where a Truth ij well and ſufficiently proved, it ought to 

je no manner of prejudice to it, that neger ſo many Men, in all other 
perla, Learned, Pious and Orthodox do reject and deny it. For Trch | 
b never che leſs Truth, nor Proof ever the leſs Proof, tho many 
Men, otherwiſe of never ſo good a Charadter, dorefuſeto admitit, 
for Example; there is no Truth, I think, better-confirmed, both 
by Scripture and Antiquity, than this, That rhey who have a right, 
ud are under an Obligation, ro eat of the Bread, are alſo under te 
ame Obligation, and have the very ſame right to 3 
drink of the Cup in the Holy Sacrament of the *** lat. 26.27. 
Lord's Supper. Now becauſe the Churchot Rome (in which there 
certainly are many Pious and Learned Men; and Orthodox alone 
in the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ; whatever Errors or Corrupti | 
ons they have mixed rherewith) becauſe, I ſay, the Church of Rome; 1 
who have in ſome meaſure, departed from the firſt Inſtitutiomw of 
this holy Ordinance do, with one voice, reject this Doctrinewhich | 
We maintain; is this a juſt ground for any of us, in the leaſt a 
doubt of it? In like manner; If the Proof which we bring of tha 1 
i, chat Epiſcopacy was the Government actually ſettled by the 1 
Apoſtles throughout the Univerſal Churah, be lame and infuffici- | 
ent; or the Conſequence which we draw from thence touching tie 
Obligation that lies upon all Churches to retain and keep up the 1 
ame Government, does not fairly follow; let theſe things or either 
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ef chem, be fully and fairly ſhewn; and it will be home to the pur- 

y oe: But if the Fact (as I have ſaid) be ſo notorious as to be given 
f by che moſt Learned even of our Adverſaries, and the Conſe- 
ene none other than what, in other Caſes (as I think I have 

4 eun) all Chriſtians do freely admit; and that with the greateſt 


reaſon that may be: Shall this be look d upon as a juſt Objection; _- 
gainſt what we ſo ſubſtantially prove, that they, who have ſo far 
t leaſt declined from the Primitive Practice, will not allow of th 


kcedliry or validity of thoſe Rules upon which this Practice way _. 1 
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c eſtabliſhed, and therefore (as we ſay) ought to be continued > h 
2 word, Whatever prejudice the Practice of ſome of the Foreign © 
EReformed Churches may ſeem in the Opinion af any, to derive © 
upon our Doctrine touching the Divine Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy ; fo 
it cannot, by the allowed Rules of reaſoning, be reckoned as a far 

O bjection againſt it. But even this Prejudice itſelf will be very ** 
much leſſened; if as a farther Anſwer we conſider, pe 
© Secondly, That they who bring chis as an Objection againſt us“ Ml *7 
do draw a Conſequence from our Doctrine which we are not r 
obliged to maintain. „%% / FL SIR ; - ſt: 

In the behalf of thoſe Churches who have reformed, without E. 
piſcopacy, it may be urgeq, That from à defect in the Authority or (ct 
Commiſſion of him who performs a Miniſterial Office, we gannot infer de 

| 4 nullity in the performance itſelf with reſpect to the Perſons, wholMl © 
are to receive the leuft af it. For Inſtance; at the time when our n 
Bleſſed Saviour was upon Earth, as there were divers other great ©* 
Diefects and Irregularities in the Few: Church; ſo in particular, thi 
the High-Priefthood, which was an Office of God's own Inſtituti. Fr 

on, and to continue for Life; by the Power of the Romans, that by 
then prevailed, was made Temporary if not Annual, and at plea. 
ſure transferred from one Perſon to another. Thus we read of n 

| Caiaphas, thar he was the High.Priet that ſame Tear, (Joh. 18. 13.) dit 
Now if from this illegality in the. Commiſſion and Appointment off lat 


the High- Prieſt an abſolute nullity in the Prieſthood itſelf or all is Pet 
Performances did neceſſarily follow; it is not to be imagined, but 8 
that our Saviour would plainly have charged them with down- ] 

right 4poſtacy,. and abſolutely refuſed to communicate in any Di- hal 


vine Offices with them? Neither of which we find to have been neſ 
done by him. „ oo Oy on 
Again: They who are the ſtricteſt in defence of the Divine To 
Right of Epiſcopacy; as with great ſtrength of Argument, they Jad 
prove that, ordinarily, and regularly, no Man has a ſufficient Pow- 4 


er to confer Baptiſm, but he who has received his Ordination from 
a Biſnop; ſo if any Perſon who has been baptized by one ordained 
by Presbyters alone, deſires to be received into Communion with 
them; they do not require that he ſhould be again baptized; 
'which yet they ought to do, if their Judgment were, that a defect 
nn the Authority or Commiſſion of the Perſon adminiſtring, did in- 
fer no leſs than a Nullity in che Office performed by him. There 
| Tera l $18.62, are divers things (as Judicious Hooker ſupgeſts) that 
dbdaugqnkt not, perhaps, to be done, in the manner 
dauzar they are, which yet, being done may have their due 99 7 
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depend u the Authority or Qualificatiohs of the Perſon per- 
forming, but altogether upon the acceptance of Almighry God: 


27 
effect: Nor does the validity of a Religious Performance wholly 
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And where Men act, bona fide, to the beſt of their knowledge, or 


as well as the unavoidable neceſſity of their Circumſtances will 
permir (which is always to be preſumed, except the contrary ve- 


ry plainly 22 may we not charitably hope, that a good and 
w 


gracious God will accept and ratifie what they ſo do, notwith- 
ſtanding that, for want of due Information, Knowledge or Abili- 
ty, they differ from the poſitive Rules that are inſtituted, or pre- 
ſcribed in ſuch Caſes ? If then for theſe dr any other reaſons we 
do not pronounce an abſolute Nulliry upon that Baptiſm which is 


conferred by a Perſon, who regularly, has nor a ſufficient Com- 4 
miſſion to adminiſter the ſame; what Obligation can lie upon us 


to affirm thoſe Holy Orders to be altogether void (I mean as to 


the effect of rhe Miniſterial Function) which are conferred by 
presbyters alone, who, according to what was inſtituted and ſettled 


by the Apoſtles, are not, without the concurrence of a Biſhop, en- 4 


caſted with the Power of Ordination? Irregularities certainly - 


diſcovered; but from an Irregularity or Defect, to infer an abſo- 


ought to be rectified, and Defects ſupplied, as ſoon as they are 


late Nullity is not only a thing without Reaſon, bur alſo may, 


erplexity and Confuſion. 


— ; 


great 


Now when theſe; or ſuch like Pleas 25 theſe, are brought in be: : 


half of the Foreign reformed Churches, it is none of our Buſi- 


neſs either to refute them, or to paſs our Judgment or Verdict up- 


on them. To their own Maſter they muſt ſtand or fall (Rom. 14. 4.) 


To him therefore we ought to leave them, who one Day will 
judge chem with Mercy as well as Juſtice; and will we ho 
make a full Allowance for all ſuch Miſtakes and invincible Preju- 


dices, as even the beſt and moſt learned of Men are ſometimes 


ſubje&t to. 
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Note, that in what [ have here ſaid I follow the Opinion of the lae row Pri. | 


mate Bramball; who in his Letters of Orders given to « Reverend Divine, who havi 
formerly received Orders in the Preshyterian way, was afterwards re-ordained by h 
Grace z cauſed the following words to be inſerted. Non annihilantes priores ordines 
habgit) nec validitatem aut invaligitatem gorundem determinantes 
nes Sacyos Eccleſiarum forinſecarum condemnantes z Quos propris 


udici relinguimus : Sed. ſo-⸗ 
lammodo (upplentes quicquid Wear ed ſ0- 


prius defuit per Canones Eccleſia Anglicans requifitum, & pro- 


videnter paci Eccleſia, ut Schiſmatis tollatur occaſio, & conſcientiis fidelium ſatisfiat, nec 


[14]. Allo modo dubitens de ejus ordinatione y aut actus ſuos Pretbyteriales t 


Reverend, Joby late Lord Biſhop of Lyxacick, and now-Archbiſhog of Twam, 
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0 7006 | : | anquam inualidas a» 
| verſentur. See the Life of the Lord Primate Bramball, prefixed to his Works by the moſt - 
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perhaps, draw ſuch Conſequences after it, as may lead us into 
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I have now done with che two firſt Obſervations drawn from 
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' the Lord Biſbop of Corke and Rofle. 29 
ure Tranſlation, without a Paraphraſe; 209% rehrfi,,wBM * 
thous. prefudice : unde may x3 7 ä 
xlination: As if in other Terms he had ſaid, O Timorhy, there 


d Neger, on many occaſions, a prejudice in a Man of your N A 
l. Wh prepoſſeſs him in favour of ane before another, and incline him 


i. Neligion, to that regard he, perhaps, may have to the Perſon of _ 
is or chat Man: Such an Influence as this (for inſtance) anci= :. 
er Wc Friendſhip or Acquainrance, Kindred or Relation, or the in 
0. Nerceſſion of one whom he is willing to oblige, may have upon 


im: And often we find that a Man has even an unaccountable 


m eclinat ion to the Perſon of one rather than another, without any 
le npartial Reſpect had to their Merits. Here therefore I think it 
t. reffary to redouble my Charge and Admonition to thee: 1 

urge thee therefore before God, who is the ſearcher of all hearts; 
ff tall one Day be thy Judge, and = 
niz Whefore: the Eleft. Angels, who then ſhall be Witneſſes of rhy ac 
ry {puiccal-or Condemnation, bat thou carefully obſerve theſe things 
ive War l have now directed thee, and thar without prejudice or pre- - 


oſſeſſion, not preferring one man before another for any other Rea». 
n but his true and real Merit; doing nothing by partiality, nor 


of iffering any Inclination, whatſoever, to prevail with thee, in the 
\n- Nit, to the Detriment of the Church, or our holy Religion. And, 
res ron this- occaſion, in a particular manner, I charge rhee to lay 
:I ſuddeniy on no man: Admit no one to the Office of the Mini- 


ry, until thou haſt made a ſtrict Enquiry, and art throu 
kfied,: both as to his true Piety and ſufficient Abilities 


hiv fas 
Fele 


. diſcharge of thar Function: Keep thy ſelf pure, be not partaker f 
ich er mens ſins: For know well that if, for want of due care thou 
o- mitteſt the Charge of thoſe Souls for whom Chriſt died, to 


e that ĩs not qualified for it; his Faults or Neglects wilt be put 


arks upon that place. „„ | E 1 2 ; 
Thus we fee what St. Paul means by ruling well, and what - 
at double: bonour is, which a Biſhop, who thus diligently and 


do- ht always to meet with: As namely, firſt a great Reſpect and 
„he Neem of his Perſon, and ſecondly a liberal Maintenance in pro- 


mexr, but that che Time will not now allow me fatther to 
bare a Fa POS HARRY > ION "GS Mort Fr 
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RN * doing nothing ons of 
e divers things that, if care be not taken, will be very apt ro 


"metimes ro poſtpone even the good of Souls, and the Intereſt of | | | 


thy Account, Si vitioſim (he might alſo have added inperi- 
n admiſeris_imputabuntur tibi us peceats ; as Caſtalis re. 


ut partially governs that part of the Church committed to him, 5 


tion to his Station; might plainly enough be ſhewn from te 
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From the Apoſtles words alſo in another vy. his Reaſons 
might be drawn why he would have this double honour given to 
ee.uyery ſuch Biſhop. Wie beſeech you, Brethren, (ſays he) to knoy 
_  #hem:which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad. 
moni ſh you; and to eſteem them very highly in love for their Works 
ſake, (1 Theſſ. 3. 12, 13.) To govern the Church well, to keep 
ee.uery Man as much as may be, to his Duty, ro preſerve Order 
and Diſcipline, ſuppreſs Vice and encourage Pjery ; is a moſt ex. 
Ccellent Work, advances the Glory of God, and tends to the Sal. 
vation of Man. They therefore who well perform this Office, 
do, for their Works ſake, deſerve all the Honour and Reſpect that 
| we can pay them. Bur, beſides this, it is a Work that requires 


labour and care, great thought, and conſtant application; and if 
| the bare Goodneſs of the Work, juſtly deſerves honour, the labs. 
, © riouſneſs of it may well be accounted worthy of. double honour, But 
I muſt not longer dwell on theſe Points: A word or two, and that 
very briefly of the laſt Obſervarion, and Ihavedone, Ir was this, 
ITuhat it ought to be no ſmall Addition to the Honour and Eſteem of 
uch an Elder, as my Text ſpeaks of, F beſides the faithful Admi. 
- niſtration of his Government, he alſo labours in the Word and Do- 
. Qrene. OE 5 VVV 

Ĩähere are two ways of labouring in the Nord and Doctrine: 
Firſt, by preaching the Goſpel in a mans own Perſon, Thus St. 
* Paul directs Timothy : I charge thee therefore before God and the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead, — Preach 
the word, be inſtant, in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, ex- 
bort with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine (2 Tim. 4.1, 2.) And, 
Secondly, by taking all poſſible Care to provide faithful and able 
Teachers and Preachers for the Inſtruction of the People: This 
Charge alſo the Apoſtle gives to Timothy : The things that thou 
 .  - baſt heard of me ( ſays he) among many Witneſſes, the ſame con 

mit thou to faithful Men, who ſhall be able to teach others. alſo, 
I Tim. 2. 2.) And nor/only that Biſhop who, by often appear- 
ing himſelf. in rhe Pulpit, ſhews a good Example to his Presby- 
ters, and ſhames ſuch as'neglect this part of their Duty: But he 
alſo who makes a ſufficient Trial of every mans Abilities before 
be admits him into holy Orders, or the Cure of Souls: En 
| quires carefully into the performance of the ſeveral Preachers 
« ow are under his Inſpection or Government, directs them how 

aldancł after what manner they ſhould r:ghtly divide the Word of Truti 
I. Tim. 2. 15.) countenances and encourages 'thoſe who do thit 
well, and gently admoniſnes all ſuch as he finds guilty of Negli 
JJ ERS „ gen 
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" the Lord Biſhop of Corke and Roſſe. 2 
ence or imprudent Affectation in this part of their Office: Suecß 
Biſhop as this, I lay, as well as the other, does truly and to 
ery excellent purpoſe, labour in the Word and Doctrine. 

And that ſuch Labour as this ought very much to augment the 1 
onour and Eſteem of every Biſhop who is diligent in ir, might 
ly be proved, by the very ſame reaſons, that we had but now | 
om St. Paul upon the preceding Point. To labour either way, and 
duch more both ways, in promoting of the Goſpel, is a moſt excel- - 
nt work; and highly tends to the honour of God, the good of te 
hurch, and the ſalvation of Mankind: It is alſo a painful work, 

nd requires not a little ſtudy and diligence: And therefore upon 
ach theſe Accounts, ought to meet with a moſt honourable return 
ere, as it ſhall certainly receive a moſt ample reward from Gd 
ereafrer. 8 3333, 86 
But it is full time that 1 make an end: However before I have 

wire done, I cannot but take this occaſion, both from what have 

ow been diſcourſing, and alſo from the place where I am, to beg 
d intreat all that hear me, this day, that when they addreſs them _ 
yes unto the Throne of Grace, they would often make it a part of | 
eir Prayers, to Almighty God, that the Divine Inſtitution of Epi- 

opacy may be reſtored and revived where-ever it has been laid a- 

le in the Chriſtian Church, reformed and rectified, where-ever it 

as been abuſed or perverted, and continue for ever to flouriſh 

here it is rightly eſtabliſhed : That all Biſhops may rule well, 

d labour in the Word and Doctrine, and may never fail to meet 
ith that double Honour which is due to them for ſo doing: That 7 
Presbyters and Deacons may induſtriouſly follow the good Ea. 
ple of their Biſhops : That our Univerſities, the Seminaries of uſe- 
Knowledge; and this in particular where we now are, may al- 
ays proſper and be in great Credit: that Learning; in them, may 
freed from all unneceſſary Clogs and Difficulties; and true 
"Witty and Gravity always grow up and thrive together with it: 
at all Chriſtian People may become obedient to the Laws of God, 
a conformable ro rhe wholſome and laudable Conſtitutions of 


— 


be e Church: And Jas, that all of us, Biſhops, Presbyrers, Dea- : "i 
pus and People, may with ſuch Conſcience and Diligence, pe- 

m our ſeveral Duties, as that God may be glorified, his Church 

ways edified, and we our ſelves eternally ſaved: All which, God 

bis Mercy grant, for the Merits, and through the Mediation of Fee 

6 Chriſt ; to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, Three Per- 

bu one incomprehenſible God and Eſſence, be aſcribed all Honour, 

, and Power, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both nom and for 
. ermore. Amen. not, N . by OT + e ; | 1 
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